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popular style of Stalin's eloquence. He is
speaking perhaps to the Constitution and
making fun of the German semi-official
correspondence, which asserts that the Con- oratory
stitution of the Soviet Union cannot be recog-
nised as a real Constitution, since the Soviet
Union is nothing more than a geographical
idea.

" How/5 Stalin asks, ^ can one come to an
understanding with such c critics ? ? " And he
gives the good-humoured assembly a parable :
" In one of his fables, the great Russian writer
Chtchedrin describes a high administrative
official who was as narrow-minded and simple
as he was conceited and stubborn. One day
this official sighted, on the far horizon,
America, a not very important country, which, The

however, was governed in a remarkable man- officSand
ner,  and where there were certain  liberties      enca
which inflamed the people, and so the adminis-
trative official, having sighted America, be-
came annoyed. What country is that ? Where
has it sprung up from ? By what right does it
exist ? Oh, it was discovered by chance some
centuries ago, was it ? Cannot the place be
covered up again, so that there is no longer